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Humanities/Spanish

Civil War Research Paper

A research paper presents the results of your investigations on a selected topic. Based on your own thoughts and the facts and ideas you have gathered from a variety of sources, a research paper is a creation that is uniquely yours. The experience of gathering, interpreting, and documenting information, developing and organizing ideas and conclusions, and communicating them clearly will prove to be an important and satisfying part of your education.

The purpose of this research paper is to compare one topic in American history with a similar topic in the Spanish-speaking world (and Brazil) in order to more deeply understand historical connections.  By writing a research paper, you will inform yourself so that you can inform others on your topic.  Combined with the work of other experts in your class, your research will become the raw material of your Newscast Exhibition Project.

Your research paper must be framed around a thesis statement that provides an answer to the research question that you develop.  In answering your question, the research paper will compare Civil War and Slavery in the United States of America to Civil War and/or Slavery in the Spanish-speaking world.
To complete this research paper, you must read voraciously on your topic, you must take comprehensive research notes, and you must analyze, or think critically about, what you find.

Requirements:

· A well developed thesis and argument, framed in the introduction to your paper, that provides your answer to your research question

· A minimum of 8 pages—typed and  double-spaced—of historical analysis ("A" papers may be 10 pages or more.)

· At least 8 cited sources, 3 primary and 3 secondary

· MLA in-text citations

· A bibliography citing all research sources, written in MLA format: must list at least 8 research sources

· at least 3 sources must be books that come from the library
Benchmarks:

· Benchmark # 1:  Working Bibliography

· Benchmark #2:   Notecards

· Benchmark #3:  Thesis Statement

· Benchmark #4:  Outline

· Submission Checklist:

In order to be accepted and assessed, your paper must meet the following requirements or include the following elements:

Length and format

· At least 8 full pages of text, not including the bibliography

· Typed in a 12-point, easily-readable font

· Double-spaced

· First line of all paragraphs is indented

· No “double-double” spacing between paragraphs

· Paper printed on white 8½-by-11-inch paper of good quality

· 1-inch margins at top, bottom, and both sides

· Nothing on the paper is handwritten

· Except for the first page, all pages are numbered in the bottom right-hand corner

· First page is not numbered

· All page numbers are typed

· Bibliography is included in the page numbering

Heading

· Name, block, and date submitted in the upper right corner. Single- or double-spaced

· The paper is titled in a way that captures the thesis

· Title is centered and formatted in bold

· Title retains 12-point font

Bibliography

· Includes at least 8 sources, documented in correct MLA format

· At least 3 of the sources are published, hard-copy books

· Each entry includes two to three sentences describing how you found the source and how it served your paper

· Bibliography comes at the end of the paper, starting on its own page

· Begins with the title “Bibliography,” centered

· Entries are presented in alphabetical order

· Entries are formatted with a hanging indent

· Entries are double-spaced

Content

· Paper presents a thesis in the introduction

· Parenthetical citations, adhering to MLA format, denote historical interpretations, uncommon ideas, or arguable opinions that come from other sources, whether directly quoted or not

Attachments to the paper

· Your outline, updated to reflect the current structure of the paper

· This checklist, filled out and signed

